SB 965 (Leno)
Introduced 2/10/14

Funding Stability for
City College of San Francisco
SUMMARY

PROBLEM

SB 965 is key to the future of City
College of San Francisco (CCSF) by
protecting it from severe declines in
funding that could jeopardize the future
of this critically important educational
institution in San Francisco and the Bay
Area. The bill would stabilize funding for
the next four years as the college works
to restore student enrollment and
maintain accreditation.

Existing law does not provide any
further aid to struggling districts, beyond
the one year of funding stabilization.

BACKGROUND
There are few options available to the
California Community Colleges Board of
Governors, or to its Chancellor, to help a
community college district that faces
severe challenges, including significant
declines in enrollment.
Current law ties a community college’s
revenue level for each fiscal year to the
amount of full-time equivalent students
(FTES) served during the fiscal year.
During times of declines in enrollment,
existing law provides for only a single
year of stabilization funding, where the
district would receive at least the same
funding for enrollment as it received in
the previous fiscal year.
If a district’s enrollment continues to
decline beyond the one year of
stabilization funding provided in current
law, the district’s funding would be
reduced based on the decline in FTES.
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Accreditation challenges at CCSF have
raised serious concerns at the college
and in the community. CCSF is an
essential provider of higher education in
San Francisco, and for many students it
represents the only point of access to a
college degree, certificate or workforce
training. CCSF is a major provider of
skilled workers for San Francisco
employers and one of the largest
employers and customers of city
businesses.
Although CCSF is making significant
progress to fully meet accreditation
standards, a significant number of
students have opted not to enroll or reenroll due to uncertainty about CCSF’s
long-term survival. In the past year
alone, enrollment has declined by
approximately 16%, resulting in a
corresponding reduction in district
funding for the current fiscal year.
Without immediate corrective action, this
downward trend of enrollment and
funding will force deep programmatic
reductions, in turn leading to further loss
of enrollment, and posing a major threat
to CCSF’s survival.
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SOLUTION – SB 965
SB 965 would provide desperately
needed relief by leveling out the funding
at San Francisco Community College
District while it addresses its
accreditation challenges. The bill would
authorize the California Community
Colleges Board of Governors to provide
stabilization funding to the district, if:
•
•
•

The district is in jeopardy of losing its
accreditation.
The number of FTES at the district
decreases from the number enrolled
during the 2013-14 fiscal year.
The district meets additional
accountability measures.

while it continues its progress toward
maintaining accreditation.
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The four years of stabilization funding
provided to the district would be
calculated based on funding received
during the 2013-14 fiscal year (base
year), as follows:
•
•

•

•

For the 2014-15 fiscal year, an
amount equal to the base year
revenue.
For the 2015-16 fiscal year, an
amount not less than 95 percent of
the amount received for the base
year.
For the 2016-17 fiscal year, an
amount not less than 90 percent of
the amount received for the base
year.
For the 2017-18 fiscal year, an
amount not less than 85 percent of
the amount received for the base
year.

These changes will provide the district
with a predictable funding level and
preserve the district’s ability to serve the
educational needs of San Francisco

Senator Mark Leno

SB 965 Fact Sheet
(2/10/14a)

Page 2

